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top part of the trunk. When the rainy season has completely
passed, and there is no more fear of rain, the cultivator cuts off the
lateral leaves for one-half of the circumference, and thus leaves
bare a surface measuring about 10 or 12 inches each way. This
surface is at first a brilliant white, but becomes by exposure
quite brown, and puts on the appearance of coarse matting.
The surface thus laid bare is not the woody fibre of the tree,
but is a bark formed of many thin layers, and it is these layers
which thus change their colour and texture.
"After the tree has remained for a few days thus exposed,
the tapping is performed by making a cut into this exposed
surface, in the shape of a very broad V, about three inches
across and a quarter or half inch deep. Then the surface inside
the angle of the V is cut down, so that a,triangular surface* is
cut into the tree. From this surface exudation of the sap takes
place, and caught by'the sides of the Y, it runs down to the
angle where a bamboo of the size of a lead pencil is inserted
in the tree to catch the dropping sap and carry it out as by
a spout.
"The tapping is arranged, throughout the season, by periods
of six dayg each. On the first evening a cut is made as just
described, and the juice is allowed to run chiving the night.
The juice so flowing is the strongest and best, and is called jiran
juice. In the morning the juice collected in a pot hanging*
beneath the bamboo spout is removed, and the boat, of the sun
causes the exuding juice to ferment over and shut up the pores
in the tree. So in the evening the new cut is made, not nearly
so deep as the last; but rather a mere paring, and for thu
second night the juice is allowed to run. This juice is termed
do-kat and is not quite so abundant or so good as the jiran.
The third night no new cutting is made, but the exuding surface
is merely made quite clean, and the juice which then runs is
.called jarra. It is still less abundant and less rich than the
do-kat, and towards the end of the season, when it is getting
hot, it is unfit even for sugar manufacture, the gur <molasses)
made from it being sold simply as tf droppings/' These throe
nights are the periods of activity in the tree, and after these
three it is allowed to remain for three nights at rest, when the
same process again begins. Of course, every tree in the same
grove does not run in the same cycle, some are at their first,